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destruction of the railways, for the troops were always wanting to defer the operation. But there wras no help for it. I gave the orders and saw they were carried out. Captain Sperr assisted me splendidly. Without more ado the troops demolished the road bridges. An immense amount of work was accomplished.
I had the satisfaction of seeing the enemy advance gradually slow down, and actually come to a standstill at the very distance I have mentioned, and this though we had left behind large stores, the destruction of which I had forbidden.
VIII
At the end of October General von Falkenhayn summoned me to Berlin. General von Conrad had suggested to him that large forces from the West should be sent to the Eastern Front. General von Falkenhayn spoke hopefully of the attack near Ypres and wanted to defer further decision. I was not able to give him precise information as to the plans of our staff. Nothing had yet been decided.
In Berlin I felt that I was in another world. The difference between the immense strain under which I had been living since the beginning of the war and the way of life in Berlin was too great. The passion for amusement and pleasure reigned supreme. People did not seem to realize the seriousness of our position in the war. I was unpleasantly impressed and felt like a stranger. I was glad to get back to Czestochova and the friendly circle of my comrades.
On the morning of the 3rd of November I was convinced that our situation must be handled altogether differently. I asked General von Hindenburg to agree to a plan which had been previously discussed, of a fresh concentration in the region of Hohensalza, Orders to this effect were immediately given, and we informed General Headquarters of this decision.
General Headquarters had watched the development of events in the East with the greatest concern.
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